
Sharon Stonecipher 402-462-6507 
Heather Hartman     402-705-8341 
Lay Led Ministry of Pastoral Care 

 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

An Advent Journey: Are We There Yet? 
Sun. December 8: Finding Hope in the Desert, 

Matt. 3:1-12; Isa. 11:1-10 

Sat. December 14: The Nutcracker Sweet Shoppe 

at 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Sun. December 15: Seeking Joy in the Desert, 

Matt. 11:2-11; Isa 35:1-10; Christmas Music with 

the JuBELLation Handbell Choir during the 11:00 

a.m. Traditional Service   
Sun. December 22: Learning to Trust in the 

Journey, Matt. 1:18-25; Isa. 7:10-16; Adult Chancel 

Choir Christmas Program during the 11:00 a.m. 

Traditional Service; Children’s Christmas Program 

and Family Christmas Celebration at 5:00 p.m. 

Tues. December 24: Living in Love, Luke 2:1-20, 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Christmas Eve Services: 4:30 p.m. 

(Music of the Chancel Choir); 11:00 p.m. (Solo and 

Small Group Music) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thoughts from the Pastor’s Desk 
As soon as they brought the boats to the shore, they 

left everything and followed Jesus.  –Luke 5.11 (CEB) 
 It is the season of preparing for Christmas in our 

homes and even in our churches. We all have much to be 

done, I am sure. There are homes to be decorated with 

trees, garland, lights and of course, mistletoe. There are 

cards to be addressed and mailed. (Or maybe a “brag” 

letter sharing the highlights of life in 2019). Plans for 

family gatherings are taking shape and meals are being 

planned. Christmas also requires so much careful 

shopping for those special gifts. How can anyone not 

like Christmas?  

 I learned last week of the passing of one of my 

mentors in my own spiritual life.  As I was thinking 

about him, I remembered one conversation I had with 

him concerning Christmas.  I had remarked to him how, 

despite all the busyness of the season, I really love 

Christmas!  He responded by asking me, “Yes, but do 

you love the one for whom it is celebrated?”  Perhaps 

with a bit of smugness, I remember responding that I did 

indeed love the Jesus story that we celebrate. My friend 

pushed me by asking, “Yes, the story is wonderful news, 

but do you love the object of this story more than the 

celebration?”  

 That is really the question we should be asking 

in this season of preparation. Peter was asked this 

question by Jesus in person following the resurrection 

story. John’s gospel poses the question that should ring 

in every believer’s ears, “Peter, do you love me?”  (John 

21.15) 

 Just for a moment, let us remember how the 

relationship between Peter and Jesus began. In Luke’s 

telling of the story, Peter’s morning cleanup following 

his night-time job of fishing was interrupted by Jesus’ 

request for a teaching platform. After the ‘sermon,’ Jesus 

gave instruction to push the boat back into the deeper 

water and throw the nets out for some fish. Despite 

everything Jesus requested being wrong for fishing 

conditions in ancient Israel, their nets were overflowing. 

 That is when they returned to shore and quoting 

Luke’s story, “they left everything and followed Jesus.”  

There lies the real question for Christmas. Are we 

willing to leave everything to follow Jesus? I can hear 

the gears grinding to a halt in the back of some of your 

minds. EVERYTHING? Yes, these disciples left 

everything to follow Jesus.  In this season of preparation, 

would you leave it all behind if it drew you closer to 

Jesus?  

 I think it might be important for everyone to 

remember during our preparations for Christmas this 

year that Jesus gave his “Everything” so we could have a 

‘relationship” with God through him.  He did not do it so 

we could gain a free pass to heaven when we die. He 

didn’t do it so we could be overwhelmed by a Christmas 

celebration of the century. He did it so we could 

understand what real love feels and looks like from God. 

Remember, it’s all about Jesus! 

        Pastor Greg         
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    Sunday Evening Fellowship 
Fifty Plus will meet in Fellowship Hall for their 

annual Christmas party December 8th, 

5:30pm. Please bring a dish to share- perhaps a 

special traditional one if you wish. During 

the program time we will share memories of food 

and events from years past. Please invite/bring a 

friend if possible. All are welcome. Transportation 

available. 

 

 
  

 
Com(e)passion Ministry 

New Baby? 

Recovering from an illness or surgery?  
 individuals who are experiencing health issues, 

birth, and death. The prepared meals will be 

provided. We are seeking individuals to deliver 

meals to our church family in the community. 

Just like any act of service, there are always small 

ways to show you care. Is this your calling? Please 

prayerfully consider as we are seeking individuals 

to chair and serve. If you are interested in serving in 

this ministry, please contact the church office at 

(402)463-6733. 

 

United Harvest 
The United Harvest mobile food pantry is a local 

ministry to help supply food to individuals and 

families in need. It is jointly coordinated by First 

United Methodist Church and the First Presbyterian 

Church. 

On the third Saturday of each month, a truck full of 

food delivers to the Annex, between First 

Presbyterian Church and the First United Methodist 

Church. The truck is unloaded and organized by 

volunteers and the food is distributed to community 

members with no questions asked. It is usual to 

serve more than 1,000 recipients each distribution, 

including more than 400 families, many with 

children and/or elderly in the home. 

Contributions of time and funds will be needed to 

continue to meet the needs of the hungry in 

Hastings. 

As we prepare for the United Harvest distributions, 

please remember three things: 

   1. Food is available, no questions asked, to 

anyone in need. Bring boxes or bags to receive. 

   2. Volunteers are needed! Most during the 

primary shift (9:30a-12:00p), but also for the clean-

up shift (11:30a-2:00p). 

   3. Your help is appreciated!! 

 

 

Christmas Appreciation Gift for Our 
Treasured FUMC Staff 

Please help us show the staff how much the FUMC 

congregation appreciates all the staff does on a regular 

basis for our FUMC family. This monetary gift will be 

shared by all 14 FUMC full and part time staff members. 

Donations may be placed in the collection plate, mailed 

to the church, or placed in the treasure box located in the 

Narthex beginning  

Sunday, Nov. 24 until January 5th, 2020. Please write 

the words “Staff Appreciation” on the check or 

envelope.  

 
Annual Nutcracker Sweet Shoppe 

The First United Methodist Women will again be 

holding the Christmas Nutcracker Sweet Shoppe on 

Saturday December 14th in Fellowship Hall between 

9:00 and 11:00am. We are asking ALL church members 

to help us raise money for missions by bringing baked 

goods to the kitchen by Friday December 13. We also 

invite everyone to bring their friends, family and 

neighbors to buy the goodies Saturday morning. 

 

DEC. DRIVERS 
               (8 & 15) Richard Halloran (402)463-2073 

                  (22) Roger Wright (402)463-3030  

 

   

Laity and Music Ministry   
Saturday, December 7, 2019 

6:00pm Worship 

Pianist: Joanne Choate 

Sunday, December 8, 2019  
Ushers: Kevin & Denise Atwater,  

Betty Liehr, Wayne Hinerman 

Greeters: Dale & Sally Spilinek, Don & Julie Hein 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

Ushers: Larry & Susan Sharman, Harrison Winfield 

Greeters: Marlys Martson, Kristy Evans, James 

Landwehr, Tarcy Matthews 

Chimes: Tom Michalek 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 
6:00pm Worship 

Pianist: Elayne Landwehr 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Ushers: Wayne & Kay Kloppenborg, 

Joe & Kelly Warrick 

Greeters: Val & Elaine Kershner,  

Dennis & Charlene Turner 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

Ushers: Ron Winchester, Rosmarie Lindstrom, 

Tod Brodersen 

Greeters: Barbara Zaroban, Elfi Fleharty,  

Gary & D’Maris Brooks 

Chimes: Tristan Weston 

“Come Just As You Are”  

  
First UMC Finance Update 
Following funds are needed to meet expenses through 

12/31/2019          $64,000 

Mission Shares still owed        $26,960 

End of Oct. difference between receipts/expenses   $34,666 

Receipts received through 11/24/2019    $28,826 

 

Needed to meet expenses for the 2019 Year         $96,800 


