
                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

      

 

  
 

 
Watch for future announcements on service 

times. 
 
*The service will be available on 87.9 FM in our 

church parking lot or stay home and watch on 

Facebook Live or YouTube.   

 
Advent Series: “What is Truth?”—John 18.38 

March 7—Truth and the Light, John 3.19-21 

March 14—Worship in Spirit and Truth, John 

4.19-24 

 

                         March Driver 
      Mike Simmons (402) 469-2700 

 

 

Offering Envelopes are HERE! 
The 2021 offering envelopes are here! You may 

pick them up in the Narthex or church office. Thank 

you!  

Other Donation Options   
Through our website, we are able to accept 

donations online. For the convenience of electronic 

giving, https://secure.myvanco.com/YJWN online 

solution accepts Credit/Debit card gifts.  

All donations are processed securely. 

Thank you for the many times, and ways, you show 

your love for your church. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POWER HOUR FOR KIDS!! 

Starts Sunday, March 7th @ 10:00am 

Parents – check your email for more 

information. 

 
 

Save the Dates for VBS 2021 
Tuesday, June 1st – Thursday, June 3rd 

VBS will take place OUTSIDE in the MORNING 

Location: Masonic Temple Grass Lot @ corner of 

6th St. and Hastings Ave. First UMC and First 

Presbyterian Church will combine for VBS 2021! 

Registration information coming soon! 

                   ------------------------- 

 
It’s Scholarship Application Time 

The First United Methodist Church – Hastings has 

received a number of permanently endowed 

scholarship funds which allow the offering of 

scholarships to selected members of the 

congregation. These memorial scholarship funds 

have been combined to offer scholarships to college 

bound High School Seniors and to current 

undergraduate students who are members of First 

United Methodist Church – Hastings.  There is also 

a Frank Family Memorial Scholarship that is 

available as first priority to current full time 

undergraduate college students and as second 

priority to college bound high school students who 

are members of First United Methodist Church – 

Hastings. These awards are not for those currently 

in graduate school or who plan to be attending 

graduate school next term. 

There are also funds available for students attending 

seminary or students who are enrolled in a church 

vocation program major.  If that is your interest 

contact the church office for further instructions. 

The awards will be limited in number and size 

based upon the amount of endowment funds 

available and how the scholarship committee 

decides to grant those awards. 

Applications may be picked up at the church office. 

Application submission deadline is Thursday, April 

1, 2021. 

 

First United Methodist Church 
614 North Hastings Avenue - Hastings, NE 68901  

Church (402) 463-6733   
E-mail: hfumc@hastingsfumc.org 

Website: www.hastingsfirstmethodist.org 
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/First-United-Methodist-Hastings-
Nebraska 

 

 
 

Greg Lindenberger, Lead Pastor 
Dr. Sam Rathod, Pastor of 

Congregational Care 
Judy Aspen, Christian Education Dir. 

Tanjie Petr, Admin. Assist. 
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Thoughts from the Pastor’s Desk 

In God’s wisdom, He determined that the world 

wouldn’t come to know Him through its 

wisdom.  Instead, God was pleased to save those 

who believe through the foolishness of 

preaching.   --1 Corinthians 1.21   

 

The Season of Lent that we are currently 

experiencing in the church is a time to consider our 

faults, our journey of discipleship and the amazing 

actions of a God of unconditional love. It is a 

season of preparation for the sharing of the Good 

News of Jesus sacrifice on a cross to offer those 

who believe the gift of salvation.   

What makes this story so important to believers of 

Jesus Christ’s selfless act of dying such a painful 

death is how it erases our sinfulness and allows us a 

personal relationship with God. One of the main 

objections to understanding the importance of this 

event for first century people of Israel was the idea 

that “the King of the People of God” would die such 

a disrespectful death.  Isaiah prophesied: He was 

pierced because of our rebellions and crushed 

because of our crimes. He bore the punishment that 

made us whole; by his wounds we are healed” (Isa. 

53.5).   

Not much has changed over the years. There 

remains many people who look at the story of our 

Savior dying upon a cross and consider it 

“foolishness” to anyone with proper reason. It is 

still left to the preaching of believers to save those 

who need to be in alignment with God’s plan for 

saving this world. This gift of God’s “salvation” is 

delivered into the world in many ways.  

St. Francis is credited with the words: Preach the 

Word of God frequently. Use words when 

necessary. His words are a cry for Christians to live 

lives worthy of the name “Christ” in our designation 

as Christians. The manner in which we live every 

day of life is a testimony of our faith in Jesus Christ 

and his gift of salvation.  

We also are to make the work of the church and its 

“Preaching” available as an instrument of God’s 

salvific activity in the world. During the effects of 

the Covid-19 pandemic, we witnessed how 

important it can be to reach out to others through 

the modern technology available to us. We should 

be aware that a certain percentage of our population 

will continue to rely upon technology for their 

participation in God’s saving activities.  

Because we have had this experience of the growing 

need for technology to continue delivering the 

“foolishness of preaching,” we would like to raise 

some Capitol Funds for improvement in our 

Audio/Video technology department. Our desire is 

to made additional cameras and technology 

available for purposes of improving the delivery of 

on-line outreach to our technology reliant audience. 

Our goal is to raise $19,000 to acquire the necessary 

equipment. Our goal is to provide the best option at 

the most reasonable investment to be operated by 

the best team in order to reach the most people with 

the Good News of Jesus. If you would like to help 

in this endeavor, please make a contribution to our 

“Audio/Video Capitol Fund—2021. We are 

eternally grateful for your help in this plan to 

continue reaching others with the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. After all… it really is all about Jesus!    
 Pastor Greg  
 

 
Miriam’s Hope Ranch in Oberlin, KS will be the 

work site for the First UMC Youth Mission Trip 

this summer.  The mission of Miriam’s Hope is “to 

confront the foster care crises in a Christian Way. 

Miriam’s Hope disciples troubled families from 

instability to evolve into a family built on principles 

that lead to a personal realization of their strengths 

and purpose. Miriam’s Hope sees preservation of 

the family as a foundational approach to being part 

of the solution to eradicate the foster care 

epidemic.” Miriam’s Hope was founded 5 years ago 

in Hastings by Luke and Corina Kliewer, and has 

room to serve two families. The Kliewer family 

moved to Oberlin in the summer of 2020 to begin to 

turn this property into a place of hope and healing 

for families that are in dire need. The Oberlin 

location is a 30 acre ranch and will have space to 

accommodate several families. To learn more about 

Miriam’s Hope and Miriam’s Hope Ranch visit 

their website, miriamshope.com. 

The youth will be purchasing and installing 

windows in the cafeteria, preparing fencing and 

barns for future animals, building garden boxes, 

planting a pumpkin patch that will be open in the 

fall and other projects.  If you would like to help 

with the purchase of the cafeteria windows, 

estimated to cost $2500, your donations would be 

greatly appreciated.  To donate, checks can be made 

out to First UMC Youth Missions, with Miriam’s 

Hope Ranch in the memo.  If you have any 

questions, please email Judy Aspen at 

hfumcjaspen@hastingsfumc.org, or call after 

4:30pm (weekdays) 402.984.5546. 

 

 
 
Editorial Policy: the content, news, events and 
announcement information distributed in The 
Messenger is not sponsored or endorsed by the First 
United Methodist Church unless specifically stated. 

 

mailto:hfumcjaspen@hastingsfumc.org

