
                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

      

 

  
 

 
*The service will be available on 87.9 FM in 
our church parking lot or stay home and 
watch on Facebook Live or YouTube.  

 
Worship News 

We held our first Worship Service in the 

Sanctuary on Sunday, August 2nd.  We had a nice 

turnout of our members join with us as we 

celebrated our Graduating Seniors and their 

families.  It was very nice to see faces while 

sharing the worship service. I am always thankful 

and grateful to those who have chosen to join us 

on Facebook Live or on the YouTube channel.  

We also now have the capability to broadcast an 

FM signal throughout our Church parking lot on 

Sunday mornings.  You can join us by turning 

your dial to 87.9 and enjoy the service from the 

comfort of your automobile.  

As we listened to various people expressing their 

interest in worship in church, we had to develop a 

plan that would provide a safe space for anyone 

who chose to worship in person.  Through careful 

planning and searching the advice of the CDC 

and Great Plains UMC Conference, we have a 

protocol that we believe will provide safety and 

concern for all persons.  The key to the protocol 

working as it was developed involves two factors.  

Our audience must follow the rules of the 

protocol.  
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We must have adequate VOLUNTEERS to give 

direction for the protocol to worshipers. 

Fortunately, we had enough volunteers for August 

2nd. Unfortunately, we are not in the same 

position for August 9th.  If we do not have enough 

volunteers, (with a minimum of 8 to 10 per 

week), we won’t be able to provide the open 

worship service. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please call the Office of the church 

(402.463.6733). 

Thank You to All those who have given so much 

already!   Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

Got Yarn? 
We are almost out of yarn in the First UMC 

Resource room.  If you have any extra skeins or 

balls of yarn you are willing to part with, please 

donate them to First UMC.  They will be used for 

children’s craft projects.  Thank you. 

  
 

 
On August 9th, all students and teachers going to 

school this fall will receive a special back to 

school blessing during the 10:00am worship 

service.   
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 Thoughts from the Pastor’s Desk 
“This town ain’t big enough for the two of us!  

-Cowboy Woody from Toy Story, Pixar 

Animation Studios, 1995.  
We will begin a new series of messages this next 

Sunday based on the Toy Story movies that 

captured many American households when this 

first edition was released in November of 1995. If 

you have never seen these movies, this may be 

your excuse to catch up with the “culture.”  If you 

have seen them, you might watch them again, just 

to better understand how we might discover the 

Gospel story in these films.  

The intent of this series of messages is to help us 

look at human behavior and how it guides our 

thinking. Sometimes, it guides us down pathways 

that may be in conflict with the gospel message 

that Jesus was teaching his followers. We are 

encouraged to study the Bible stories that come 

from our scriptures to help us understand what 

Jesus was teaching us about who God is, as well 

as, who God wants us to be.  

I know that most of you have heard messages 

from Pastors that share the grace of God and the 

sacrifice made on our behalf through the death of 

Jesus.  What I sometimes feel has been missing 

from these messages is the idea that those who 

put Jesus to death did not have any idea how it 

would turn out.  Their real reason for wanting 

Jesus out of the picture was more closely related 

to their disdain for the “kingdom of God” that 

Jesus shared with them.  They did not want the 

“Kingdom.”  

If you think they had trouble with those teachings 

two thousand years ago, let us take a look at our 

“enlightened” world today.  How difficult is it for 

people today to love their “enemy,” let alone our 

“brothers and sisters?” Jesus reached out in love 

for all persons who found themselves on the 

edges of society.  He loved the lepers, the 

widows, the poor, the hungry, the Romans, the 

tax collectors, the prostitutes, the children and the 

orphans.  For God’s sake, Jesus even loved the 

SAMARITANS!  They were the most disdained 

neighbors of the Hebrew people among the 

disdained.  

I have shared in public before that my Father was 

a quiet man. Usually when he spoke, I wanted to 

hear what he had to say.  One of his passions for 

his children was that we would continue to learn 

something new every day.   

Thank the Lord, I have been open to what God is 

trying to teach me each new day of this life.  I 

have learned a lot in the past twenty-three years 

of ministry.  

As we travel through these messages, my hope is 

that we might learn a thing from Woody and 

Buzz,… and all the other characters found in 

these movies.  Jesus was a wizard at teaching his 

followers through the use of stories.  Perhaps he 

will be capable of teaching us a thing or two 

about our own lives and changes desired for this 

life from the real messenger from “Infinity and 

beyond!”  
 

Remember, it’s all about Jesus! 

 

     Pastor Greg   

Words of thanks . . . 
Thank you for the Sunday services. We look 

forward to and enjoy them! Ron & Sheryl Brundage 

 

 

   Driver Ministry  
Ray Crowl (402)462-9559 

           
Pastoral Care Ministry 

Our Pastoral Care Ministry extends compassion and 

care through visits with those who are homebound 

and/or experiencing long term needs due to sorrow, 

bereavement, illness, and/or hospitalization.  

Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no longer making 

all information available to the church. If a relative or 

friend has been hospitalized or placed in a nursing 

home, please contact us if you or a loved one would 

be interest in having a Pastoral Care Visitor 402-463-

6733. Thank you! 

 

God Is In Charge 
How many times have you heard that phrase recently, 

“God is in charge?” It does give us a feeling of 

comfort to remind ourselves of the presence of the 

Holy One in our lives. In this very volatile time in the 

world, we especially need reassurance that God is 

with us. By declaring God our Great Defender, 

however, are we relieving ourselves of responsibility 

as disciples to help fill the world with God’s love? 

Yes, I do believe God is in charge, but we must not 

forget that we are His hands and arms to be used to 

care for other’s needs. We are His legs and feet for 

helping our neighbors as they journey through 

perilous times. We are His mouth piece to witness His 

love for all people and His ears for listening to the 

marginalized. 

As one of the “privileged white” I have often declared 

myself to not be racist or prejudice. I tell myself that I 

surely do not discriminate against anyone. But is that 

really true? Am I ready to give up my “whiteness,” 

“entitlements,” “privilege” and also give up the 

comfort and safety that I enjoy? Am I ready to discuss 

“White Supremacy” openly so that it can be dissected, 

studied, destroyed, and replaced with a culture that 

values, honors, and celebrates all God’s children. 

I feel study and discussion needs to be part of the 

solution. Are we willing to spend time reading and 

viewing videos of what it means to be black in our 

society? Can we openly discuss the issues surrounding 

our culture of white superiority? Can we call persons 

of color into our circles and share their history, their 

stories, their fears, and their hopes? Can persons of 

color, with patience and love, help us to understand, 

collaborate, and change our behavior that hurts 

others? 

I challenge each of you, as lay persons in leadership 

positions, to accept the challenge of study and 

discussion, and perhaps even actions, to bring our 

world into a circle of God’s love. My church is using 

“White Fragility” by Robin Diangelo, but there are 

many other resources available. Find many 

possibilities on our conference website or Discipleship 

Ministries website. We are all pretty comfortable with 

Zoom now, which makes a discussion group available 

to many more people. Let us work on being part of the 

solution. God is in charge but we are His Army, ready, 

willing and able to transform the world. Mary Feit, 

CLSp, Great Plains Conference, Director of Lay 

Servant Ministries 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/racial-justice
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism

